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What does being a Technology College mean? 
 
We were awarded Specialist Technology College 
Status in 2001.  
 
Being a Technology College means a number of 
things, including to: 
 
·  Promote a culture which is creative, scientific, 

technological and enterprising. 
·  Raise attainment in D&T, Maths and Science. 
·  Use ICT innovatively as a way of improving 

teaching and learning. 
·  Increase the number of students taking D&T, 

Maths and Science at GCSE and A level. 
·  Provide a range of enrichment activities in the 

specialist subjects for students and the local 
community. 

·  Be fully involved with the introduction of the 
new diplomas. 

·  Work with other local schools, both primary, 
secondary and special schools. 

 
 

 
What did we achieve in the last year? 

 
We have worked hard to promote the school’s 
status as a Specialist Technology College. Some 
of our achievements are listed below: 
 
·  Held a number of exciting days including the 

Eco-adventure days, BP challenge, Space 
Day, Global Maths Challenge, Brazil Day, an 
Enterprise Day and others. 

·  Introduced Y9 Technology Week. 
·  Increased the number of students taking 

specialist subjects at GCSE and A level. 
·  Introduced BTEC Science in Y10. 
·  Continued to expand the Virtual Learning 

Environment (VLE). 
·  Worked with a number of local primary 

schools on Food, Resistant Materials and 
Science topics. 

·  Introduced an Electric Karting challenge. 
·  Introduced the new ICT diploma in Key Stage 

4. 
·  Continued to expand the Summer School for 

Year 5, 6 & 7 students. 
·  Successfully offered the European Computer 

Driving Licence (ECDL) to parents, the local 
community and staff.  

·  Promoted the use of the Sports Centre and 
swimming pool facilities to the local 
community including a refurbished gym. 

 
Plans for 2010/11 

 
·  We are striving to increase awareness and the impact of Archway being a Specialist Technology College. 

As well as continuing with aspects already mentioned, we are planning the following: 
 

·  In collaboration with Stroud college, to extend the learning and enrichment opportunities for the local 
community at Archway. Courses will hopefully include, amongst others, Indian cookery, Greening your 
Property, Stained Glass making and Wardrobe makeover. 

·  To provide more enrichment opportunities for our students to really bring the specialist subjects to life 
including an Eco day and more technology based events and projects. 

·  To offer a wider range of subjects for students in line with their interests and abilities. 
·  To further develop the Virtual Learning Environment for use with parents and the local community. 
·  For further information please get in contact with Tim Rand, Deputy Head at timrand@archwayschool.net  

 
 



 
 
HOW DOES THE MATHS DEPARTMENT COMPETE ON THE GLOBAL  STAGE? 
 
Two main events that Archway students undertook with a technological edge: 
 
First, we competed against students around the world on World Maths Day (which lasts 
48hrs – whilst it is March 3rd somewhere in the world!!!). Students have one minute to 
answer as many numeracy questions as possible. The computer pits our students 
against other students who log in at the same time. We challenge students from China, 
Australia, USA, Singapore etc. Speed and accuracy will lead to success. 
 
Our gifted Year 10 and 11 students had the opportunity to experience the highs and lows of the oil stock market, 
when BP came to school with their roadshow.  Aggressive investment did not always prove a winning strategy. 
Those who were patient and studied the world events carefully prior to trading were rewarded with big dividends.  
 

 
 
SCIENCE DAY FOR YEAR 7S AT CHELTENHAM LADIES COLLEG E 
 
Teamed up with students from 4 other schools, 25 Year 7 Archway students pitted their skills to design, produce 
and test a propeller which would drive a Mechano car head-on into a quick wind. After repeated trial and testing 
the finished designs were tested. Theo Jackson and Oliver Canon from 7C were part of the winning team with 2 
boys from Bournside. They designed a propeller which produced a time of 6.7 seconds. 
 
The second task was to design a rocket out of paper and card, with the team’s name on the side, which flew the 
highest when launched under pressure. Streamlining features of rocket cones and stabilizing add-ons like fins 
were shaped to aid the flight. Height of trajectory could only be estimated. Teams produced rockets of varying 
success and great excitement was generated by their launch.  
 

 
 
YEAR 5/6 SCIENCE MORNINGS 
 
Y5/6 Pupils and their teachers came to Archway School science department for a morning. They experienced 
lots of hands on science activities related to the chosen theme for their workshop.    
 
This year 120 pupils, 6 teachers and 9 teaching assistants had a really positive experience which impacted on 
their learning in science. The activities provided participants with access to developing skills at team working, 
team leading, sharing learning, making links and conclusions,  making observations and measurements, 
presenting results and evidence and working with technical equipment. Entry to the laboratory which is set out 
for the workshop activities never fails to get the ‘wow’ reaction from all pupils.  
 

 
 

WORKING WITH PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN D&T 
 
As we draw to the end of the year, the Technology Team is proud to celebrate another successful year of 
working with primary schools. Each week we have seen primary school students from years 3, 4, 5 and 6 
coming in to work in the kitchens and workshops.  
 
They have made plant labels, coat hooks and games in a box with Miss Brindle, and cooked foods relating to 
World War Two and rationing, Healthy Eating and bread making with Mrs Bates and Mrs Davis. All the children 
seemed to enjoy themselves and often asked for copies of the recipes used to cook at home. We look forward to 
welcoming the schools back next year, especially those who visited us for the first time this year. 

 
 

 
GOBLIN CHALLENGE 
 

This year has seen the launch of a new venture, the mighty Goblins. We are running this challenge with 2 primary 
schools and a group of gifted and talented year 7 students. Their challenge is to build and race a kart in true F1 style. 
Archway staff are supporting the primary schools in their construction and as race day draws near both staff and 
students confident theirs will be the winning car. 



 


