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16th July 2026 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we come to the end of another busy school year, I would like to thank you for your support throughout the year. This 
also marks the end of my first year as Headteacher of Archway School. It has been a pleasure to get to know our 
students, staff and families, and I have been continually impressed by the warmth, commitment and sense of community 
that make Archway such a special place. I am very grateful for the support I have received and excited about the 
opportunities ahead. 
 
Our students have worked hard and achieved a great deal this year. Formal examinations finished in June, and I would 
like to congratulate all those who completed them. Thank you also to the many staff who supported students, especially 
those who helped with exam access arrangements so that every student could do their best. 
 
Year 10 students have also recently completed their mock exams. Although there was a short pause because of the 
school closure during the extreme heat warning, the exams were completed successfully. Students approached the 
experience with maturity and determination. 
 
We have enjoyed welcoming our new Year 7 students. The Induction Evening and Induction Day were both very 
successful, and we are delighted that more than 200 students are expected to join us in September. Our Open Evening 
and Year 5 Taster Mornings were also very popular, and we look forward to further Open Mornings in September. 
 
Please take a look at our Summer Term Newsletter (Through The Arch) using this link. It contains lots of news about trips, 
clubs, sports and other activities, as well as updates from our Governors and the Friends of Archway School, whose AGM 
will take place on 16th September. 
 
As the year ends, we say goodbye to a number of valued colleagues. Mr Baker, Mrs Bisset, Ms Burr, Mr Lee, Mrs Strange, 
Mr Thompson, Miss Versaci and Mrs Wheeler are leaving our teaching staff to take on new challenges, while Mr 
Chinnery is leaving our support staff. We thank them all for their service to the school and wish them every success for 
the future. 
 
We would also like to give special thanks to three long-serving colleagues. Mr Thomas is leaving after almost 20 years as 
an ICT technician and Mrs Townsend is leaving after 25 years as a science technician, as well as supporting the school 
through lunchtime supervision. Over many years their expertise and hard work behind the scenes have helped ensure 
that lessons ran smoothly and that students had access to the equipment, resources and technology they needed every 
day. In addition, Mrs Tolman leaves us after 28 years as an English teacher. She has also made an important contribution 
to the school through her work with EPQ and by leading the school's TED-style talks, encouraging students and staff to 
share their ideas with confidence. We are very grateful to these colleagues for everything they have done for our school 
community. 
 
I am pleased to say that the school is fully staffed for September, placing us in a strong position as we look ahead to the 
new academic year. Our key development priorities will focus on continuing to improve consistency across the school 
through high expectations for all, excellent adaptive teaching and a renewed emphasis on literacy. Alongside this, we will 
continue to strengthen our culture of respect, belonging and inclusion, ensuring that every member of our school 
community feels valued and supported. To help drive these important priorities forward, we have appointed additional 
colleagues to our Extended Leadership Team, providing greater capacity to lead and sustain school improvement. 
 
As the summer holiday begins, please encourage your child to stay safe, both online and when out with friends. We 
hope they make time to relax, enjoy their hobbies, spend time with family and friends, and perhaps read a good book or 
two.  
 
 

mailto:admin@archwayschool.net
http://www.archwayschool.net/
https://www.archwayschool.net/Latest-Newsletter/


 
 
 
 
I remind you that school finishes at 12:05 on Friday. Thank you once again for your support. Have a safe, happy and 
restful summer, and we look forward to welcoming students back in September. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

James Woollin 

Headteacher 

Archway School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


